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to this newcomer with a frank enthusiasm.. It is
quite clear from his diaries and newspaper-
writings during these years that he was at the
beginning a vehement supporter of Mr. Chamber-
lain*
In an article on Mr, Chamberlain written by
David Lloyd George for the North Wales Observer
of October 17th, 1884, there is a remarkable
passage which is worth while recalHng to-day
as a flashing revelation of the mind of the young
writer:
" Mr. Chamberlain is unquestioningly the
future leader of the people. Any one who
reads his speeches will know the reason
why. ... He understands the sympathies
of his countrymen. It is therefore that he
speaks intelligibly and straightforwardly,
like a man who is proud of the opinions
which he holds. He is a Eadical, and
doesn't care who knows it as long as the
people do/'
So strongly was he attracted by Mr, Chamber-
lain's personality that the young Lloyd George
was always inclined to take his side. He sup-
ported him, for instance, in that struggle with
the Whigs over his Eadical Programme which,
by the strangest possible twist, led later on to
that great misunderstanding over the tactics
of Home Eule and ended in splitting the old
Liberal party, Mr, Lloyd George had perhaps
some temperamental sympathy with that spirit